Book reviews
Recent Advances in Surgery edited by Selwyn Taylor DM MCh FRCS 7th ed pp xi+659 illustrated 90s London: J & A Churchill 1969 The latest volume in this popular series is probably the best so far published. Every chapter is well written, and a great variety of subjects is covered. There are excellent reviews on organ transplantation, Burkitt's lymphoma, cancer of the breast, and adrenal lesions. The chapters on radioisotopes, swollen leg, and aesophagitis are particularly helpful. Of the recent developments of gastroenterology, gastrin and Crohn's disease are covered very well indeed. The difficulties in differentiating Crohn's disease from ulcerative colitis are discussed in detail from a very practical point of view. This is a very informative and stimulating volume which has been expertly edited and well illustrated. No The title of this book epitomizes the change in attitude to the foetus which has evolved in the last twenty years. The emphasis in the past was on the remarkably constant environment which was provided for the foetus by the maternal organism and in general it was felt that birth presented the foetus with its first challenge.
Here, partly to correct the balance and also partly because it shows a large facet of the truth, the emphasis has been shifted to show how much the very survival of the foetus depends upon its delicately poised internal economy. It is a far cry from the days when the very existence of functioning chemoreceptor tissue in the feetus or the newborn was challenged, to hear G S Dawes say '. . . we may consider including the aortic chemoreceptors among those systems which are essential to foetal life or during birth and of questionable value in the adult'. Perhaps the most striking new emphasis arises from the work of Liggins which has shown how important the pituitary adrenal system of the foetal lamb is in the initiation of labour by the ewe. The prolonged gestation in human anencephaly at least suggests the possibility that this work in the sheep may have relevance to our own species.
This book is required reading for all who are interested in the development of the foetus and the newborn, whether their work is in the clinic or the laboratory. The specialist will not, of course, find all he wants, but he will be much enriched by the appreciation of the very diverse specialties which are now focusing their interests in this field. Barcroft would have been delighted. Once again we owe a large debt to Gordon Wolstenholme and the Ciba Foundation for this important milestone.
K W CROSS

Clinical Dermatology An Individual Approach by John T Ingram MD FRCP pp xii+194 illustrated 45s London: J & A Churchill 1969
The book is divided into a part dealing with organic diseases and so-called functional disorders. The suggestion is that understanding and management of the structural or organic diseases is a simple task whereas the functional group involves understanding and treatment of the patient as a wholea comprehensive and complex goal. Unfortunately, this division includes as functional not only disorders such as pruritus and urticaria, but also diseases such as lupus erythematosus, dermatomyositis and systemic sclerosiswhich are neither very functional nor reversible. The accent throughout the book is on a practical and commonsense approach and the author's forty years' experience is much in evidence.
Not all dermatologists would agree that the skin has a particularly vital role to play as an organ of communication, nor that the skin is so exceptionally important for the diagnosis and guidance of the physician in the treatment of systemic disorders. While this is true in a small proportion of cases, it would be unfair to claim excessive credit for the skin in this respect. The skin is a sufficiently important organ, with enough diseases limited to itself, without the need to claim other territories.
